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will be resuming their duties Memorial Day weekend part time and full time
when school is dismissed for the summer. They will be checking your tags
for current status and helping to maintain the appearance and cleanliness
of the parks. This is also the responsibility of each homeowner to pick up
after themselves and dispose of trash in the proper containers. The Park
Attendants are not Lifeguards or babysitters. Children should be
supervised by their parents or another responsible adult. Unaccompanied
small children will be sent home. No one should swim alone. When the
Park Attendants are not on duty, the parks as well as the whole
neighborhood are regularly patrolled by our security company, City Wide.
Again they will be checking for residency and unusual activity. Please be
cooperative.

KEEP THE LAKE HEALTHY
We love our lake. We like swimming and sailing in it. We like just
sitting on the bench and looking at it – sunrise and sunset.
The summer of 2010 brought some real problem to the Lake+a
red tide+actually an algae bloom. Algae blooms are driven by warm
weather. Not much we can do about that. And Lake Christopher, because
it is relatively shallow, does get warm. But algae blooms don’t exist without
excessive nutrients in the water. And there is something we can do about
that!
First, do your best to stop water from running off your property into
the street. This water is what carries the nutrients to the Lake. All the
water that is on the streets of Lake Christopher goes into the storm drains
and all the storm drains empty into the Lake.
Here are a few ways to minimize run-off:
• Do not let any downspout water run onto your driveway or
sidewalk. If you don’t change its course, this water would run
directly into the street. There are flexible downspout diverters you
can install yourself in about a minute available at Lowe’s, etc. for
about $10. Just curve that diverter around and use that FREE rain
water to soak your shrubs or lawn.
• Think about adding a rain barrel under a down spout. The water
you collect in your rain barrel is great to water containers. You can
even hook it up to a soaker hose and use that to water your garden
or grass.
• Consider having less grass. Less grass means less watering,
hence less runoff. It also means you save time, money and
maintenance.
• Build a buffer between your lawn and the sidewalk or street. A
buffer is really just a garden put to a special use. This buffer will
absorb the excess water running off your lawn, preventing it from
reaching the street.

Here are a few ways to keep what does run off cleaner and less harmful to the Lake:
• Blow off your driveway and sidewalk and street gutters, too, to keep them clean of chemicals and debris.
Otherwise, this material will run into the Lake.
• Scoop the poop+not just when you’re out walking your dog, but also the poop left behind in your own backyard.
Animal feces is high in phosphates+phosphate is a major contributor to algae blooms.
• Minimize your use of lawn chemicals and fertilizers. Have your soil tested and use what’s needed, not what
Scott’s tells you.
And here’s something you can do to stop the Lake from becoming even shallower and more prone to warm weather
problems.
•
Keep your street gutters clean so debris doesn’t flow through the storm sewer system and into the Lake.
What’s in this debris? It’s leaves, grass clippings, sand, and soil from your yard. This all becomes sediment once
it’s deposited into the Lake water.
•
Sediment makes the Lake shallower. Sediment also is the cause of the flooding currently happening at Lake
Christopher Drive and Quarry Lane. At that intersection there are 3 storm drains, all of which empty into the Lake
right at the east edge of the Park. So much sediment has collected in front of that big storm sewer pipe that it is
blocking all but 3 inches of the pipe. The rain water can’t run into the Lake as fast as the rain is falling; hence the
flooding. Virginia Beach Public Works is due to dredge this sediment to improve the drainage, but we could have
prevented the problem in the first place if we all kept our street gutters clean of debris.
We love the Lake and it’s our neighborhood’s best and favorite asset. You can help keep it healthy.
Mary Ann Kincaid
VB Master Gardener Water Steward
Editor’s note: Due to more stringent EPA laws, the City is required to obtain a permit to dredge out storm drains. The
permit process can take up to six months. The Board of Directors is working to expedite this process but it will take some
time.

PROTECT THE HONEY BEES
Honey bees are critical to the pollination of fruit and vegetable crops. We need to protect them. If you see
swarms of honey bees, don’t spray them. Call the Tidewater Beekeepers. They will come and collect the swarm.
The number is 757 285-4509 or 757 641-5933. For more information, www.tidewaterbeekeepers.net.
.

NUTRIA PROBLEM
Last time we talked about the proliferation of this large rodent who likes to swim in lakes and streams, build their
dens behind our bulkheads and eat up water plants and bulbs in the gardens. During the month of April, the Board of
Directors contracted with ZooPro, a pest removal company to trap and remove the creatures. The trapping did not go as
well as expected and the Board decided to discontinue the trapping. Meanwhile some lake side residents have found
some methods of their own that we cannot talk about in this newsletter.
There are many informative sites on the web that describe these rodents and justify the trapping and removal of them.
Steve Rogovich of the Architecture Committee advises repair of damaged bulkheads to prevent problems on
individual properties. Report all sightings to the Board president or Property Manager.

TREES
Lake Christopher at 35+ years old can now be described as a "mature" housing development. One of the most
noticeable features of most established communities are abundant trees. Trees are an asset to the community as they
provide shade and can reduce energy costs, improve air quality and generally beautify the overall landscape. It has been
estimated that trees can raise the value of a suburban lot by as much as 5-7% and people are often willing to pay more for
a home in a well-treed area. Also, preserving and maintaining trees directly contributes to the overall attractiveness of a
neighborhood.
Unfortunately it has been noticed that most trees in Lake Christopher have been completely neglected over the years.
There are trees with multiple dead limbs, trees that are visibly deteriorated and some that are completely dead. Many
trees have been cut and trimmed improperly resulting in a disfigured appearance or an unhealthy condition. During the
early days of the community many small young trees were planted close together without regard to future growth and as a
result there are trees that are growing into each other preventing their proper development. Many pine trees especially in
the Christopher Woods area (Brookfield Drive) now resemble utility poles having lost most of their branches.
Preserving and maintaining trees is not difficult, it starts when trees are first planted taking into consideration the type
of tree and how tall it will likely grow and spread. As trees grow certain types require periodic maintenance including
proper fertilization and watering and grooming of branches. Climbing into trees by inexperienced persons is not
recommended for reasons of safety. When considering hiring a commercial company to provide assessments of tree
conditions and recommendations for servicing trees be aware of this: there is a big difference between "certified arborists'
who are trained in the science of tree care and "tree services" who can be inexperienced persons who can do more harm
than good. Steve Rogovich, Lake Christopher Architecture Committee, stever@infionline.net, 467-9790
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“Stress Free” Relocation Services
Many times Homeowners (or neighbors+or family
members+or friends) are planning to move out of the
area, out of the State, or even out of the Country.. I
wanted to let you know about my "Stress Reduction
Relocation Service".
Moving is not an easy thing to do, especially when you
are moving to an unknown area. Working closely with
our award winning William E. Wood Relocation
Department, I strive to make this as easy for my clients
as possible. Starting with my initial phone call, I evaluate their needs and listen to their expectations. I find out any
concerns about moving they may have and any pertinent housing criteria.
I process this information and we begin the introductions to a quality Real Estate Company and Realtor in the area to
which they are moving. This way, they know they are in excellent hands. I work with the Realtor on the “other end”
throughout the entire transaction and stay in touch with my client. Generally speaking, Realtors make the biggest impact
on whether a transferee enjoys this experience or not. When utilizing my Relocation Services people can know they are
being referred to another top company like William E. Wood. This gives clients peace of mind knowing they have a highly
qualified professional company and agent there to take care of them.
NOTE: I have also helped Lake Christopher neighbors when they have had to sell out of state properties (maybe a
parents home or a vacation home). This is just another part of the Relocation Services I offer.
So, whether Buying or Selling outside of our Hampton Roads area, give me a call and I’ll be glad to help you with your
Relocation Needs.

GOOSE UPDATE
Please refrain from feeding ducks and geese in our parks and lake. Artificial feeding of waterfowl can cause water
pollution, delayed migration, concentrations at unnatural sites, overcrowding, and spread of disease, unnatural behavior,
and devaluation of the species.
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wildlife_damage/downloads/canada_goose.pdf

Garden Club News
We've had a lot of volunteer activity from our Garden Club Members
(and others).
Last month, Mary Ann and Jim Kincaid inspected and trimmed (if
needed) all the trees the Garden Club planted in the parks.
As Master Gardner Tree Stewards, they give us invaluable service.
Thanks also to Leslie Hellstrom, Ann Cazares and Mary Ann
Kincaid for heading the "Park Flower Planting" Committee using
the $100 that Chip Laugerman (owns Southbeach Landscape who takes
care of LC common areas) donated for that purpose to the Garden Club.
Can't wait to see how pretty everything looks. Also, thanks to Patty Rapp
for donating daylilies from her yard to them to plant at the Parks. They
are a favorite perennial of many of our members.
Speaking of Chip, a BIG *BIG thank you to him for his cleaning of
our Storm Drains...this was one of the topics at last month's meeting helping keep debris out of the storm drains. Chip volunteered his crews
last month and did this for his neighborhood. In case some of you don't
know, Chip and his family live on Beachview Drive. It is an asset to have
someone like him as a neighbor who takes such pride in his work and in
his neighborhood.
Also, thanks to all of you who have taken time to email me about how
nice the entrances are looking. I am happy with this
project as well and I feel we can now be proud when we enter our lovely
community. After all, that is the first impression people have of our
community.
As I walked Maddie around the lake today, I marveled at how pretty
everything is looking. So many yards are filled with lovely azaleas and
blooms of every kind.
Sharon White
Communications Chair

Gardening By the Month
Garden Calendar
May
•
•
•
•
•

Cut the dead flower stems from spring flowering bulbs, but leave the foliage.
If your hostas have holes, check for slugs. If you find them, sprinkle sand or wood ashes around the plants.
Dig and divide dusty miller in the spring and replant the more vigorous, outside portions of the clump.
Plant tomatoes when the soil is about 65-70 degrees.
If your soil test says you need fertilizer, side dress perennials with a 5-10-10 or 10-10-10 fertilizer, being
careful to avoid the center or crown of the plant.
Transplants become less stressed when they are set out on a calm and cloudy day. Unfortunately, gardeners
may need to transplant when they have the time, regardless of the weather. Strong sun and wind are hard on
transplants, so set out plants in the late afternoon when the wind comes down and the plants have overnight to
acclimate.

•

June
•
•
•
•
•

Deadhead perennials by using your thumb and forefinger to pinch off spent blooms.
Plant fancy leaf caladiums.
Check tomatoes for hornworm.
When dead or damaged branches are found on shade trees, prune them out immediately.
Dried, crushed shells from shrimp, crab and lobster can be sprinkled on soil to enrich it with calcium

*****************************************************************************
WE APPRECIATE YOUR HELP
Thanks to all the walkers and drivers who take the time to stop and pick up litter when they see it.
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Every year Lake Christopher has to re-register as a Neighborhood Watch Community. This requires 80%
neighborhood participation, but we’re always aiming for 100%. It’s only a matter of getting acquainted with our
neighbors, find out who’s going to be out of town, keep an eye on each other’s property and report any unusual
or suspicious activity on the street. Make sure your information (address and phone #) is up to date with Rich
Lindgren, Neighborhood Watch Chair (495-6133). Sometimes nosy neighbors can be a real asset.
ATTEND THE MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
Board meetings are held on the fourth Monday of every month at 7:30 P.M. Have a gripe? Make a suggestion? Give a
"warm fuzzy"?
HOMEOWNERS' FORUM is held at the beginning of each meeting.
Please call our Property Manager, Gayle Piñero, at 486-6000 for the meeting location.
EMAIL UPDATES
Help us keep everyone up to date. Please ask your neighbors who may not be receiving email messages to
let us know their email information in order to receive the most recent changes, and communications from the Board.
They can use the form below or email Donna at cldochris@earthlink.net. Also, please send any changes in your own
information to us as soon as possible. Thanks.
Please fill out this form and drop it off to: Donna Christensen, 1441 Lake Christopher Drive or email:
cldochris@earthlink.net
Name: __________________________________
Address: ________________________________
Phone:
Email:

_________________________(for directory use only)

___________________________

LAKE CHRISTOPHER HOMES ASSOCIATION
REGULATIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY PARKS AND LAKE
Revised and approved September 2, 2008
Lake Christopher Parks are for the exclusive use of Lake Christopher homeowners, renters,
and their accompanied guests. No more than 4 guests under the age of 18 are permitted,
unless prior approval is obtained from the Park Staff Committee Chair.
• All users of the parks are responsible for their own safety and are fully responsible for their
own actions and consequences thereof. All facilities and equipment are to be used "AT
YOUR OWN RISK".
• The use of all playground equipment is restricted to children 12 years old and under.
• Children under 10 years old must be directly supervised by a resident at least 12 years old.
• Residents under 18 years old must be accompanied by a Legal Guardian between 8:00
P.M. and 8:00 A.M.
• No alcoholic beverages are permitted, unless advance written approval is obtained from the
Park Security Committee Chair.
• No glass containers of any type are permitted.
• Persons using the facilities shall remove or properly dispose of their trash.
• The feeding of waterfowl and other wildlife in any park or in the lake is prohibited.
• No pets of any kind are allowed at any time.
• No open fires are permitted unless advance written approval is given by the Parks Staff
Chair.
• After sunset, all parks are closed to people under age 18, except under the direct
supervision and responsibility of a resident at least age 18.
• Everyone using the parks shall conduct themselves civilly, so as not to infringe on or disrupt
others.
• Inappropriate or dangerous behavior, or not adhering to these rules, may result in the use of
all the parks being revoked.
REGULATIONS FOR BOATERS
• Boats, sailboards and other watercraft shall be launched and removed from the lake parks
only at the ramps provided.
• There is a 72 hour limit on mooring of watercraft at the Common Areas; the boat is to be
properly secured to include, but not limited to, requiring that all sails be taken down and
furled or removed while the boat is left unattended. In no case will a boat be left overnight at
a common area park with its sails hoisted. Failure to comply will result in the boat owner
being asked to remove the boat or the boat may be removed, without notice by the
association, from the park at the owners’ expense.
• Anchoring (vice permanent mooring at a permanent mooring) in the lake of any unattended
boat is prohibited at any time. Failure to comply will result in the boat being removed from
the lake at the owners’ expense. For the sake of this rule, anchoring is defined as using a
temporary bottom holding device to hold a boat in position. Mooring is defined as using a
permanently installed fixed mooring system of sufficient weight and strength needed to keep
a boat in a fixed position during storm conditions with wind speeds in excess of 60 knots.
• The Board has designated the safe areas for mooring. To install or use any mooring in the
common Lake area, the homeowner must first apply to the Board. If all requirements for
mooring construction, liability, etc. are met and there is appropriate space, the Board may
grant approval for placement and use of the mooring.
• Only electric motors rated no higher than 45 lbs. thrust are permitted.
•

LAKE CHRISTOPHER

HOMES ASSOCIATION

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW REQUEST
(Revised 5-1-07)
Date: _______________

From: Name___________________________________________________
Address- ______________________________________

Phone - ______________

e-mail -________________________________________
To:

Lake Christopher Homes Association
c/o Gayle Piñero Association Manager, The Select Group, Inc

2224 Virginia Beach Blvd Suites 201/202
Virginia Beach, VA 23454
Phone: 486-6000
Fax: 486-6988

e-mail: gpinero@theselectgroup.us

Subj: Architectural Review Request

1. As required by the Lake Christopher Architectural Guidelines, I would like to have
this request considered for review by the Architectural Committee.
2. The following information is provided to aid the committee in the review of my request:

General description of work being requested- ___________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
(check as applicable and enclose or attach any additional information)
__ Detailed drawings, plans, sketches or plat showing boundaries

__ Vinyl siding, and/or trim sample (must include color name and style)
__ Color sample for painting (must include names of colors)
__ Sample of roof shingle material
__ Other samples and information as applicable (windows, doors, fences, etc)

__________________________________
Signature of homeowner

For AC use:
Date Rec__________

Lake Christopher Homes Association
Annual 4th of July Picnic
Great Food, Great Fun, Great Prizes
Wednesday, July 4th 2012
4:00 PM Rain Or Shine
Chips & Salsa, Relish Trays,
Barbeque, Fried Chicken, Beef Brisket, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers,
Fresh Fruit, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Cake, Lemonade, Iced Tea
from Pungo Catering
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:

4:00 - Check-in, Get Your Meal Ticket
4:00 – 5:00 Appetizers, Games, Prizes
5:00 - Dinner is Served
4:00-7:00 - Great Music and Games by Patrick Byrd DJ

Lake Christopher Residents and non-Resident guests
(Ages 6-adult) $10.00 Children (5-Under) Free
IF RESERVATIONS ARE MADE AND PAID FOR BY:
Monday, JULY 2
$12.00Per Adult and Children over 5 if paid at the park.
AT:

1441 Lake Christopher Dr.
1473 Lake Christopher Dr.

Donna Christensen
OR:
Greg Huhn

495-3996
963-7356

Come out for a fun day at the park, Play volleyball, Swim, Sail, or just visit.
Relax, bring your Lawn chairs, Blankets, and Sun Screen
We will have a few tents for shade!!!
Bring your own Alcohol, Please NO GLASS
ALL Children must be accompanied by Parents
As Per Virginia Beach City Code- Fireworks are prohibited
Questions: call Donna @495-3996 or Greg @ 963-7356

Patient Aide Home Care Inc. 24/7

(757)515-2708

