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For a few days in May the lake took on an almost tropical blue/green 
color.  This was possibly caused by the Spring turnover, minerals, algae, 
or some combination of them all.  Read more about lake color and algae in 
this edition.



On June 22nd we'll celebrate 50 years 
since the Lake Christopher Homes 
Association was incorporated in 1974. 
There are several activities planned for 
that day, and I hope each resident will be 
able to participate in some way. 

Everybody can start today by ordering a 
Lake Christopher 50th Anniversary t-shirt.  
The order form is on the website and in 
this newsletter edition.

The actual day of celebration starts off 
with a cross between a 5K fun run and a 
mini-triathlon. Called the Paddle Pedal 
Run, this event is geared towards giving 
active residents of all ages a physical way 
to celebrate by working up a sweat moving 
through the neighborhood.  Please register 
if you haven’t already done so, and if 
you're still on the fence, I encourage you 
to take the plunge and join the fun.  This 
has the potential to grow into an annual 
event unique to Lake Christopher, and how 
cool would it be to say you participated in 
the very first one!

Later that day we'll have our 50th 
anniversary picnic at Christopher Landing 
with food and a host of activities. This 
edition of the legacy contains information 
on all the events, as does the website.

Later this summer we’ll still have our 
Independence Day patriotic parade and 
Fourth of July picnic, and then in August 
we’ll have National Night Out, and I 
haven’t even mentioned food trucks which 
will be around throughout the summer 
(see Facebook for the schedule, and watch 
for signs announcing trucks at the 
community entrances). 

All these events are great opportunities to 
meet your neighbors and build community, 
so please take part.  Events like these help 
facilitate the community atmosphere 
which has made Lake Christopher a great 
place to live for the last 50 years. 

Finally, before the anniversary year ends a 
special 50th Anniversary edition of The 
Legacy will be published.  I encourage 
everyone, but especially long-time 
residents, to submit articles of memorable 
events over the years, or simply what you 
like about living here.   Email the editor at 
legacy@lakechristopherhomes.com



5 0 T H A N N I V E R S A R Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S

50TH ANNIVERSARY PICNIC
SATURDAY, JUNE 22ND, 2024

EST. 1974

9:00 – 11:00
2:00 – 3:00
2:00 – 4:00 

4:00 – 5:00
5:00 – 6:00
6:00 – 7:00

Come out and enjoy a wonderful day with your family and meet your 
neighbors  •  Play games •   Volleyball • Swim, Visit, Relax •  Bring lawn 

chairs, Blankets, Drinking water • Sunscreen •  Don’t miss this celebration!!!

Tickets are free, but you need to register.  You will receive your tickets 
for food and door prizes at Picnic Check-in the day of the event.

PLEASE REGISTER AT

www.lakechristopherhomes.com

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENT OR GUARDIAN

NOTE: Sign up separately for the “Paddle, Pedal, 
Run” on the website: 
www.lakechristopherhomes.com.  

Paddle, Pedal, Run (see NOTE below)
Picnic check in, get ticket for door prizes 
Games for all, face painting (stickers), Garden club 
table, free GC raffles, Fairfield florist (make a dried 
flower bookmark)
Sandwich or hot dog, chips, lemonade
Watermelon, sweet treats 
Virginia Beach Mounted Police

NOTE: For help registering, contact Karen Cagni, 
1645 Lake Christopher Drive, kpcagni@aol.com
757-803-7150 



WHITE

GRAY

CHARCOAL

BLACK

NAVY

ROYAL

RED

50TH ANNIVERSARY T-SHIRTS
Please print page #2 of the order form and return to:

Karen Cagni
1645 Lake Christopher Drive

kpcagni@aol.com
757-803-7150 

Toddler

7 Colors7 Colors

5 Styles5 Styles
Youth

Women's V-neck

Adult Regular

Adult Tank Top



2T 3T 4T 5T
BLACK

CHARCOAL Name:
GRAY Phone:
NAVY Address:

RED

ROYAL

WHITE

→ → → x $10.00 $

S M L XL
BLACK ↓

CHARCOAL

GRAY ↓
NAVY

RED ↓
ROYAL

WHITE

→ → → x $10.00 $

S M L XL XXL XXXL
BLACK ↓

CHARCOAL

GRAY ↓
NAVY

RED ↓
ROYAL

WHITE

→ x $16.00 $

S M L XL XXL XXXL
BLACK ↓

CHARCOAL

GRAY ↓
NAVY

RED ↓
ROYAL

WHITE

→ x $16.00 $

S M L XL XXL XXXL
BLACK ↓

CHARCOAL

GRAY ↓
NAVY

RED ↓
ROYAL

WHITE

→ x $16.00 $

$

Total $ Toddler 
Shirts

Total # 
Toddler Shirts

TODDLER 
SIZE 
T-SHIRT

YOUTH 
SIZE 
T-SHIRT

Total # Youth 
Shirts

Total $ Youth 
Shirts

Grand Total $

Enter the quantity of each 
size and color you want in 
the boxes.  Total each 
column, and then total 
across for the TODDLER 
total.

WOMEN’S 
V-NECK

ADULT 
TANK TOP

ADULT 
REGULAR 
T-SHIRT

Total # Adult 
Shirts

Total # 
Women's Shirts

Total $ Women's 
Shirts

Total # Tank 
Tops

Total $ Tank 
Tops

Total $ Adult 
Shirts



When: Saturday, June 22nd , 2024

Start: Christopher Narrows, 1744 Lake 
Christopher Drive

Finish: Christopher Landing, 1536 
Lake Christopher Drive.

Start time: 9:00am  (check-in 8:30am)

Registration:  Register on the website

PADDLE  ● PEDAL ● RUN
CELEBRATING LAKE CHRISTOPHER AT 50!

We are excited to announce Lake 
Christopher’s first Paddle Pedal Run event.  
This 50th anniversary activity is family friendly 
with light hearted competition.

We welcome individual registration (1 person 
doing all three events), or team  (relay style, 
each person taking 1 event).

We encourage all participants to be as 
creative as they want with themed apparel 
(Hawaiian shirts, tutus, crowns, whatever you 
can perform safely in while adding a bit of 
humor and fun!)

om the dock at Christopher 
Narrows to the beach at Christopher Landing 
on your paddleboard, kayak, or any human 
powered water craft of your choosing
• PADDLE distance approx. 680 yards (.4 

statute miles)
• PADDLE participants must be 12 and up
• You must provide your own paddleboard, 

kayak etc.
• Personal floatation device required
• Parking is limited at the Narrows, please 

plan accordingly.

Transition Area: Christopher 
Landing sandy beach, and boat 

ramp turning area

your bike 3 times around the lake 
on Lake Christopher Drive (returning to the 
parking lot at Christopher Landing)
• PEDAL distance approx. 4.1 statute 

miles.
• You must provide your own bike
• Helmet required
• Roads will not be closed, please exercise 

safety!

once around the lake on Lake 
Christopher Drive, ending at the finish line at 
the Christopher Landing entrance gate.
• RUN distance approx. 1.4 statute miles.

Transition Area: Christopher 
Landing parking lot



ModelAddressName

GENEVA1736 LAKE CHRISTOPHER DRBROOKS

GENEVA1441 LAKE CHRISTOPHER DRCHRISTENSEN

TAHOE5245 QUARRY LANE          CORPUS

ONTARIO1636 LAKE CHRISTOPHER DRGALDORISI 

GENEVA1520 SAYBROOK COVEKILDAY

LUCERNE1549 BEECHWOOD COVEKINCAID

ONTARIO1561 WAFF ROADLAWLESS

LUCERNE1669 LAKE CHRISTOPHER DRLEONIDOFF

LUCERNE1528 QUARRY COURTMALLARI

LUCERNE1544 EDGEWATER DRMARTELLO

GENEVA5417 BROOKFIELD DRMITCHELL

GENEVA1504 SEAFORD C0VEMONTGOMERY

VICTORIA1508 SAYBROOK COVEPOELLNITZ   

LUCERNE5213 SHOREBREEZE COURTPARSONS

LUCERNE1540 QUARRY COURTREYNOSO

TAHOE5204 SHOREBREEZE COURT        THOMPSON

VICTORIA1560 WAFF ROADUEHLING 

ONTARIO1549 LAKEPORT COURTUPTON

LUCERNE1633 LAKE CHRISTOPHER DRWESSELER

As the LCHA celebrates 50 
years, let’s take a moment to 
recognize original owners 
among us. Listed here are the 
remaining original owners, 
(aka. “settlers”, or “the first 
ones”) and this group 
purchased their homes 
between 1975 and 1982.  One 
of these is my neighbor, and 
he tells me when he bought 
his home, directions to the 
community literally included 
the phrase, “turn off the paved 
road”.

Back then Indian River Road 
and Kempsville Road were two 
lanes, and the land was dairy 
farms and wooded areas.

Home prices were very 
different too. When this 
particular group made their 
home purchase, the prices 
ranged from $53,050 for a 
phase 1b Tahoe in 1975, to 
$119,610 for a phase 5 
Geneva in 1982.  The 30-year 
mortgage fixed-rate average 
was 9% in 1975, and 16% in 
1982!

The First Lake Christophians



Lake Christopher
Patriotic Parade and  

4th of July Picnic!

Reminder
All children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

Please adhere to all park guidelines.
Fireworks are prohibited.

L a k e  C h r i s t o p h e r  H o m e s  A s s o c i a t i o n
www.lakechristopherhomes.com

This year’s Independence Day celebration starts at 10:30am with the 
6th annual Patriotic Parade.  The parade route is 1 lap around Lake 

Christopher Drive. Parade participants will meet in Canoe Landing at 
10:15am for line-up.   Dress in your favorite Patriotic gear & decorate 

your wheels!  Everybody else, come out and see the parade!

The celebration continues at Christopher Landing (1536 Lake 
Christopher Drive) with food trucks starting at 12:00pm, and DJ Byrd 

at 2:00pm.  No tickets needed - Residents and their accompanied 
guests can purchase lunch/dinner from awesome food trucks at the 

park!

[2:00 – 6:00]  DJ Patrick Byrd 

[12:00 – 2:00]   Ice 
Cream Guy

1776                                             2024

| 2:00pm | 3:00pm | 4:00pm | 5:00pm | 6:00pm| 11:00am | 1:00pm| 12:00pm

[3:00 - 7:00]  Flavor Savor Food Truck



By Steve Rogovich, Lake Christopher Architecture Committee, 757-467-9790, stever@infionline.net

Fencing
Installation and replacement of fencing has recently 
been one of the more frequent Architecture Review 
requests.  Fences serve to preserve privacy, 
maintain security, enclose swimming pools, or 
contain pets and small children.  However fences 
are also very highly visible parts of the landscape so 
Architectural Guidelines were established to 
maintain some standards for appearance.  Many 
fences have deteriorated prematurely due to 
improper construction or the use of inferior 
materials.  Like any other structure exposed to the 
effects of weather a fence needs to be built to 
withstand the elements.  For example, high wind 
conditions will quickly reveal those fences that are 
not adequately anchored to the ground.  

The Lake Christopher Architectural Guidelines 
outline some basic fence requirements including 
maximum height, materials, styles, placement and 
specific ones for lakefront properties.  Please refer 
to AC Guidelines Section 5 entitled “Property 
Fencing”.   Architectural approval is not required for 
the removal of any existing fence on your own 
property but is required for new or replacement 
fence installations since this represents a change in 
a property’s public appearance.  Careful 
consideration is made during the approval review 
process to note the effect of any fence on adjacent 
properties, particularly if the fence might block a 
certain view.  Also, several homeowners replacing 
existing fences have discovered that their fences 
were significantly outside their property lines.  

When planning and designing a fence you are 
encouraged to consult with the surrounding 
homeowners in order to avoid conflicts.  The 
Architecture Committee will personally observe any 
proposed fence configuration especially in the case 
of lake front homes.  In some cases height or 
locations may need to be adjusted accordingly.  For 

example, several fences were recently approved to 
be installed along lakefront bulkheads as a child-
safety measure and the fences were planned to be 
as unobtrusive as possible yet maintain their 
intended purpose.  

The City of Virginia Beach has some very specific 
rules on fences, particularly for height and 
placement considerations.  A city construction 
permit is required in some situations in order to 
install fencing. One item not commonly known is 
that there are distinctly different rules for fences on 
corner lots and “through” lots. The City Planning 
and Zoning Department publishes an informative 
document called “Fence and Wall Bulletin” which 
can be seen on the municipal web site at: 

https://s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/virginia-
beach-departments-
docs/planning/Permits/FenceWall/Fence_Wall_Bull
etin.pdf

Some suggestions for submitting a review 
application for fence work:  Make a photocopy of 
your property’s survey plat and indicate on it where 
the fence is to be installed or replaced.  This makes 
it very clear where the proposed fence will be 
placed in relation to your home, property lines, 
streets, and adjacent lots.  Also indicate the style of 
fence using a photo or a simple sketch.

Please consult the Architecture Committee with any 
questions on Guideline interpretation, review 
process issues, or complaints, 



We cannot over emphasize the importance of keeping your dog under 
control at all times when in public. Whether large or small, the leash law 
applies (excerpts below).  

If you have any questions about the laws as they apply to your dog, or if 
you have questions about how to address neighborhood dogs that 
menace people walking, riding, or running by; please call Animal Control 
or the Police Non-Emergency number.

Please remember to keep your dog on a leash.  Its 
more than just neighborly, it’s the law.

VIRGINIA BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES

SEC. 5-530. DOGS OR CATS RUNNING AT LARGE.

(a) Any person owning, keeping or harboring any dog 
or cat within the city that is found running at large 
shall be guilty of a class 4 misdemeanor. For the 
purposes of the section, a dog shall be deemed to run 
at large while roaming, running or self hunting off the 
property of its owner or custodian.

(b )It shall be the responsibility of any person owning, 
keeping or harboring any dog or cat within the city to 
keep such dog or cat confined to the premises of such 
person. The words "confined to the premises" shall 
be construed to mean that such dog or cat shall be 
kept on the owner's or custodian's premises, unless 
in the custody of a responsible person.

(c)This section shall not apply where the owner, 
custodian or trainer has released a dog for the 
express purpose of hunting game in an area zoned 
agricultural, where it is lawful to hunt, or competing 
in field trials or training, and such dog becomes 
temporarily out of control of such owner, custodian 
or trainer or is returning to the place of release after 
the hunt or chase. If such dog is observed violating 
any other section of this Code, or committing an 
unlawful act under state law, it shall become subject 
to impoundment; and the owner, custodian or trainer 
shall be liable for all fines as prescribed by law.

VIRGINIA BEACH CODE OF ORDINANCES

SEC. 5-531. KEEPING DOGS UNDER RESTRAINT; 
LEASH LAW.

(a) It shall be unlawful for the owner or custodian of 
any dog to permit the dog to go upon any city park, 
public street, sidewalk or right-of-way, excluding the 
public beaches of the city, unless it is kept secured by 
a leash or lead or other means of restraint not 
harmful or injurious to the dog and under the control 
of a responsible person capable of physically 
restraining the dog.

(b) Any person who does not restrain his dog, in 
accordance with this section, whether such person be 
the owner or custodian of such dog, shall be guilty of 
a class 4 misdemeanor. The animal control officer or 
police officer may issue a summons to any person he 
finds in violation of this section.

(c) For the purpose of this section "city park" means 
any city-owned and operated property open to the 
public for general recreational use, including, but not 
limited to traditional park areas, canoe and kayak 
launch areas, and the disabled children's beach 
playground known as Grommet Park.

Note:  While Christopher Beach is a private park, LCHA
rules require dogs to be on a leash when not in the water.
See the website for a complete list of park rules.



Virginia Beach 24/7 Information 
Hotline

Do you have a question you need 
answered right now? For that, the City 
has VB311.  Residents can reach out to 
VB311 over the phone by dialing 311 
from any landline or 757-385-3111 on a 
cell phone or from outside the city 
limits.

Resident volunteers
help make our neighborhood a 

great place to live! 

The front page of The Legacy lists 
the active committees at Lake 
Christopher.  

If there’s an area of interest to you, 
contact the committee chair to get 
involved!



http://www.lakechristopherhomes.com/parks-and-lake/party-permit/

Party Permits
Summer will be here before you know it, and like last year, we expect the parks to 
again be in demand for special occasions.

Did you know that for only $40 you can host a party at the lake? Lake reservations are 
perfect for birthday parties, team parties, graduation parties or even a wedding! 
Reserving your spot is as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

1. Visit  Lake Christopher website and download the reservation form 
(LakeChristopherHomes.com → Parks and Lakes → Party Permit)

2. Fill out the form and drop it off along with your 2 checks. One for $40 (non 
refundable) and another for $35 (refundable) 

3. Host your party, Have fun, then clean up. 

Photo by
A A Ron Savell

Facebook Community

Photo by
A A Ron Savell

Facebook Community



Advertise in The 
Legacy!

Visit us online at
http://www.lakechristopherhomes.com/the-

legacy-newsletter/advertise-in-the-legacy/

I am beginning to get park party 
requests for this year.  To make a 
request,  please go to our 
website and download the 
application.  It’s still only $40 per 
party (with a $35 refundable 
check to ensure your after-party 
cleanup). Text or call me at (757) 
286-9375 to bring me your 
paperwork and checks to secure 
your reservation. Happy Summer 
everyone 

Sharon White



Garden Club
The Garden Club recognizes "Yard of the Month" 
winners from mid April through mid September, and 
"Holiday Decoration Contest" winners in October 
and December.  Thank you for making our 
community so attractive!

Yard of the Month Judging Guidelines are:

1. Compliance with Architectural guidelines of the 
LCHA. 

2. Creativity and balance in landscape and design.

3. Neat, well groomed appearance.

4. Curb areas free of debris.

New Spring/Summer Yellow Lantana and Memorial 
Day Flags courtesy of the Garden Club



May Yard of the Month
1505 Saybrook Cove
Wayne and Patricia Carmen
Geneva Model

May Honorable Mention
1509 Colebrook
Betty Braithwaite
Ontario Model



National Night Out
Tuesday, August 6th 2024

6:00pm – 8:00pm
at Christopher Landing

(the big park)

Plan to come by Christopher Landing to 
meet your neighbors, local law 
enforcement, and first responders. 

See old friends, and make new ones! 

Event is Free for Lake Christopher 
Residents! 

National Night Out is an 
annual community-
building campaign that 
promotes police-
community partnerships 
and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make our 
neighborhoods safer, 
more caring places to 
live. 



PARK SIGN-IN PROCESS

Some residents may still have “Park Passes" 
(shown here) which were part of an ID badge 
system instituted to help ensure the parks were 
kept available for residents’ and their guests’ use 
only. 

Back in the 2018 season, the pass system was 
replaced with a Park Sign-In / ID Check Process.  

Signing in to use common area facilities is a 
regular practice at private homeowners 
associations like ours. Christopher Landing, 
Christopher Beach, Christopher Narrows and 
Christopher Woods are not public city parks. The 
intention is to improve the quality of the park 
experience for residents and their guests. 

Please support the park attendants by signing in 
when you arrive at the parks. To help out, don’t 
wait for the park attendants to come to you; 
please go to them and simply sign in.  The 
attendants will verify your name and address with 
the access list.  If you have guests, they will also 
sign in, or you will need to provide some guest 
information. 

And just like the with the old pass system, the rule 
of 4 guests per accompanying resident (maximum 
of 8 per home) still applies.  If you’re anticipating 
having more than 8 guests, use the Party Permit 
process.

Please note that only members in good standing 
(i.e. not delinquent in dues) will be allowed to 
enjoy the facilities.  Members with an outstanding 
balance in homeowner dues will not be on the 
access list. This will include your tenants if you are 
leasing your home.

Please contact our office at
757-486-6000 should you have any 

questions or concerns.

Remember, if you want to use the park 
for a larger event, see the Party Permit 
page on the website.

Revised June 2020

Police Non Emergency: ......... 757-385-5000
Emergency always call: ............................. 911

This process is enforced during “Lake 
Season”, which typically runs Memorial 
Day through Labor Day.



This article provides a brief and simplified 
explanation of the topic, omitting some details for 
clarity. The purpose is to help Lake Christopher 
residents better understand some of what they have 
recently observed happening in the lake and the 
activities of the LCHA Lake Management 
Committee.

Understanding Algae

Algae are simple, plant-like organisms that thrive in 
water environments ranging from oceans and lakes 
to ponds and rivers. They vary in size from 
microscopic phytoplankton to large seaweeds. Algae 
play a crucial role in aquatic ecosystems by 
producing oxygen through photosynthesis and 
serving as a primary food source for many marine 
organisms. However, under certain conditions such 
as excess nutrients and warm temperatures, they 
can multiply rapidly, leading to harmful algal blooms 
that can negatively impact water quality, aquatic 
life, and human health.

Seasonal Turnovers and Algae Blooms

Spring Turnover: This occurs when the lake's water 
layers mix, bringing nutrients from the bottom to 
the surface. This nutrient influx can trigger an algae 
bloom as algae thrive on these nutrients.

Fall Turnover: Similar to spring turnover, the lake's 
water layers mix, bringing nutrients to the surface 
and potentially triggering an algae bloom.

Algae Bloom: Following the nutrient mixing, algae 
proliferate, leading to a bloom. This can temporarily 
reduce water clarity.

Phases of Water Clarity

Bloom Dissipation: After the initial bloom, several 
factors can cause the algae to die off, such as 
depletion of available nutrients, changes in 
temperature, light availability, or grazing by 
zooplankton. This can restore water clarity.

Clear Water Phase: High Secchi disk readings (8-10 
feet) and very clear water indicate that the algae 

population has crashed and settled out of the water 
column, leaving the water clear. During this phase, 
the reduced particulate matter and algae result in 
remarkably clear water.

Causes of Greenish Tint

Despite clear water, a greenish tint can be due to 
several factors:

• Presence of Phytoplankton: Even in low 
concentrations, certain types of phytoplankton 
can give water a greenish hue.

• Dissolved Organic Matter: After the algae die off, 
the decomposition process releases organic 
compounds into the water. These compounds can 
give the water a greenish color.

• Remaining Algae: There might still be some algae 
or cyanobacteria present in lower concentrations, 
enough to impart a green tint without reducing 
clarity.

• Mineral Content: Sometimes minerals like iron or 
copper in the water can also impart a greenish 
color.

This sequence is typical of many lakes that 
experience seasonal turnover and nutrient cycling:

1. Initial Bloom: Triggered by nutrient availability 
from Spring/Fall turnover.

2. Clear Phase: Following the crash of the algae 
population, leading to increased water clarity.

3. Greenish Tint: Likely due to remaining low levels 
of phytoplankton, dissolved organic matter, or 
minerals.

Lake Christopher Algae: Water Clarity, Color, and Herbicides
By Mike Henry, member, LCHA Lake Management Committee

The Secchi disk is a white, 
circular disk used to measure 
water transparency or turbidity 
in bodies of water. The depth at 
which the disk is no longer 
visible is taken as a measure of 
the transparency of the water. 
The disk has also been used in a 
modified black-and-white design 
to measure freshwater 
transparency. 



Herbicide Use in Algae Control

Herbicides are generally considered a last resort in 
lake water management due to their potential 
environmental impact and because they offer only a 
temporary solution. While herbicides can provide 
rapid relief from certain aquatic problems, their use 
should be carefully considered and integrated into a 
comprehensive lake management strategy that 
prioritizes sustainable, long-term solutions.

If used for algae control, herbicides must be applied 
strategically, targeting the algae when they are 
actively present and growing. Herbicides work by 
directly impacting the algae, so their presence is 
necessary for the treatment to be effective. It is not 
possible to apply herbicides as a preventive 
measure in advance of the appearance of algae.

Natural Lake Processes

Lake Christopher has a natural ability to assimilate 
and reduce pollutants. Recently, we observed Lake 

Christopher “cure” itself without any treatment of 
herbicides. Lake Christopher needs algae to 
maintain a healthy ecosystem. The Lake 
Management Committee has to balance respect for 
the natural processes of the lake, human health 
issues, the dangers of damaging the ecosystem, and 
a desire to have crystal clear water for recreation.

Collaboration and Future Plans

The LCHA Lake Management Committee has 
recently started working with the City of Virginia 
Beach and Solitude Lake Management to establish a 
complete baseline profile (physical, environmental, 
etc.) of Lake Christopher. In the immediate future, 
Solitude will complete a very broad range laboratory 
analysis of our lake water. There will be continuous 
monitoring of the lake water conditions to detect 
any threat to human health. Future emphasis will be 
on long-range, permanent solutions rather than 
cosmetic quick fixes.

Lake Christopher Algae: Water Clarity, Color, and Herbicides
By Mike Henry, member, LCHA Lake Management Committee                                                                        (continued)



1. Lake Christopher Parks are for the exclusive use of 
Lake Christopher homeowners, renters, and their 
accompanied guests. No more than 4 guests under the 
age of 18 are permitted, unless prior approval is 
obtained from the Park Staff Committee Chair. 

2. All users of the parks are responsible for their own 
safety and are fully responsible for their own actions 
and consequences thereof. All facilities and equipment 
are to be used "AT YOUR OWN RISK". 

3. The use of all playground equipment is restricted to 
children 12 years old and under.

4. Children under 10 years old must be directly 
supervised by a resident at least 12 years old. 

5. Residents under 18 years old must be accompanied by 
a Legal Guardian between 8:00 P.M. and 8:00 A.M.

6. No alcoholic beverages are permitted, unless advance 
written approval is obtained from the Park Security 
Committee Chair. 

7. No glass containers of any type are permitted. 

8. Persons using the facilities shall remove or properly 
dispose of their trash. 

9. The feeding of waterfowl and other wildlife in any park 
or in the lake is prohibited. 

10.No pets of any kind are allowed at any time. (This line 
item revised to allow Dogs at Christopher Beach with 
restrictions - consult Specific Regulations for Dogs 
below). 

11.No open fires are permitted unless advance written 
approval is given by the Parks Staff Chair. 

12.After sunset, all parks are closed to people under age 
18, except under the direct supervision and 
responsibility of a resident at least age 18. 

13.Everyone using the parks shall conduct themselves 
civilly, so as not to infringe on or disrupt others.

14.No motorized vehicles are allowed in any park except 
on the paved area. All vehicles shall be operated in a 
safe and civil manner so as to avoid any injury to 
anyone and to avoid any damage to property. 

15. Inappropriate or dangerous behavior, or not adhering 
to these rules, may result in the use of all the parks 
being revoked. 

LAKE CHRISTOPHER HOMES ASSOCIATION
REGULATIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY PARKS AND LAKE

 Boats, sailboards and other watercraft shall be launched 
and removed from the lake parks only at the ramps 
provided. 

 There is a 72 hour limit on mooring of watercraft at the 
Common Areas; the boat is to be properly secured to 
include, but not limited to, requiring that all sails be taken 
down and furled or removed while the boat is left 
unattended. In no case will a boat be left overnight at a 
common area park with its sails hoisted. Failure to comply 
will result in the boat owner being asked to remove the boat 
or the boat may be removed, without notice by the 
association, from the park at the owners’ expense. 

 Anchoring (vice permanent mooring at a permanent 
mooring) in the lake of any unattended boat is prohibited at 
any time. Failure to comply will result in the boat being 

removed from the lake at the owners’ expense. For the 
sake of this rule, anchoring is defined as using a temporary 
bottom holding device to hold a boat in position. Mooring is 
defined as using a permanently installed fixed mooring 
system of sufficient weight and strength needed to keep a 
boat in a fixed position during storm conditions with wind 
speeds in excess of 60 knots. 

 The Board has designated the safe areas for mooring. To 
install or use any mooring in the common Lake area, the 
homeowner must first apply to the Board. If all 
requirements for mooring construction, liability, etc. are met 
and there is appropriate space, the Board may grant 
approval for placement and use of the mooring. 

 Only electric motors rated no higher than 45 lbs. thrust 
are permitted. 

SPECIFIC REGULATIONS FOR BOATERS

SPECIFIC REGULATIONS FOR DOGS

Lake Christopher residents’ dogs shall be permitted in 
Christopher Beach park under the following conditions:

1. Dogs must be leashed (except when in the water), and 
under the Owner’s control at all times.

2. A limit of two (2) dogs per lot shall be permitted at any 
time. 

3. Dogs shall be permitted within the park from 8:00 a.m. 
to dusk.

4. Owners are responsible for proper disposal of all dog 
waste.

5. Owners must adhere to Virginia Beach City 
Ordinances, as well as State and Federal Laws, that 
pertain to pets.

Dog Regulations are for Christopher Beach.  
Pets are not allowed in the other parks.



Summer Haircut Time! Watching  
Sheep Shearing at the Lake 
Christopher Farm was a lot of fun!

Markus Pfeiffer
Facebook Community
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Trident Lawn is the company that’s been 
servicing our neighborhood parks for 
the last year. They’ve done a fabulous 
job getting everything back in order. 
Today they worked on our beaches, 
playgrounds and volleyball courts. 
After all their hard work today we 
didn’t have to bring any additional 
sand in saving our HOA money. When you 
see this crew in our neighborhood 
please introduce yourself and thank 
them for all their dedication to our 
Lake Christopher community!

Stephanie Hynes
Facebook Community
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The Legacy is published 4 times a 
year. Don’t miss a single issue!

Please use the contact form on the website to 
make sure your email address is on our list. 

Also, make sure emails from 
legacy@lakechristopherhomes.com

are not getting caught or refused by your spam 
filters.

“ L A K E  C H R I S T O P H E R  
C O M M U N I T Y ”

FA C E B O O K G R O U P

This Facebook Group exists to help foster 
communication within the community.  
This Group is closed, meaning it is only 
available to residents in Lake 
Christopher.  When a request to join is 
received, the moderators verify 
residency in Lake Christopher before 
approving new members to the group.  If 
you’re a resident, log into Facebook and 
join today!

REGULAR FEEDING CAN CAUSE:

 Unnatural Behavior
 Pollution
 Overcrowding
 Delaying Migration
 Poor Nutrition and Disease
 An Unsanitary Lake

Statutory Authority:  §§ 29.1-501and 
29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia. 



Financial Corner
The Reserve Study

How much should we set aside in the reserves?  

Replacement Cost in 2019$ 30,000 

Replacement Cost in 2034$ 46,739 

Savings required per year for 15 years$   3,116 

Savings required per month for 15 years$      260 

Consider a generic bulkhead installed at a cost of 
$30,000.  If we assume an average inflation rate of 3%, 
and a useful life of 15 years, we should  anticipate 
spending almost $47,000 to replace it in 15 years.  
Therefore, every month we should set aside $260 for 
that future expense.

Each time a reserve study is done, the remaining useful 
life of the bulkhead is reviewed, and the future 
replacement cost is updated.  In 5 years, a future reserve 
study may reduce (or extend) the remaining useful life;  
or a different inflation estimate may be used for the 
replacement calculation.  At the end of that study, the 
$3,116/year being set aside may change, requiring future 
budgets  to adjust and reflect that change.

Managing a Moving Target

A reserve study is a long-term capital budget planning tool for 
our major common area repair and replacement expenses. A 
Virginia law, the Virginia Property Owners Association Act 
(POAA), requires one be done every 5 years.  The reserve study 
identifies the status of the reserve fund and looks to see if the 
funding plan will ensure there are enough funds available when 
major projects actually occur. 

The reserve study document, or report, is prepared by an outside 
independent consultant.  It has two parts; the physical analysis 
and the financial analysis.  The physical analysis looks at common 
area capital items, and the remaining useful life of each one.  This 
helps us understand what will need to be replaced, and when.  
The financial analysis looks at the funds set aside, the plans in 
place to maintain those funds to ensure availability when 
needed, and forecasts what the future replacement cost will be 
for each item.

If there is enough in the reserve to replace all items on schedule, 
the reserve is considered to have a Fully Funded Balance (FFB).  
The FBB grows as assets age and the reserve needs of the LCHA 
increase, but shrinks when projects are accomplished and the 
Reserve needs of the LCHA decrease. This means the FBB 
changes each year, and is a moving but predictable target.

This shows a clear scientific nature of the reserve study because 
of the research and analysis required.  However, the industry 
considers it both science and art, because the consultants are 
making projections about the future, and in some cases decades 
into the future.

The reserve is a separate fund required by law for the 
replacement (or major repair) of common area capital items. 
Monthly we transfer a budgeted amount, determined by the 
reserve study, into the replacement reserve account for these 
future projects. 

A Reserve Study was completed in December, 2018.  In the 
report, the Reserve Fund was scored slightly below the 70% 
level.  The report recommended the LCHA increase the annual 
replacement reserve contribution by 2.3% per year, beginning 
with the 2020 budget.  This plan is sustainable, and will prevent 
the need for assessments to improve the funding level.

The Reserve

IN 2006 THE BULKHEAD AT CHRISTOPHER NARROWS WAS REPLACED WITH RESERVE FUNDS.  HOWEVER, IN 2015 IT BECAME APPARENT THAT THE
BULKHEAD WAS FAILING PREMATURELY, AND IT WOULD NOT BE IN SERVICE FOR THE PROJECTED USEFUL LIFE.  IT WAS REPLACED IN 2016, A FULL 5 
YEARS EARLY.  THIS FUTURE EXPENSE WAS ANTICIPATED, BUT NOT FOR ANOTHER 5 YEARS.  THE EARLY EXPENDITURE IMPACTED THE RESERVE’S FUNDING
LEVEL SCORE, AND THEREFORE THE ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION CALCULATIONS NEEDED TO REACH AND MAINTAIN A FULLY FUNDED BALANCE.

A Wrench in the Reserve 

How Are We Doing?

The report will score the reserve on a percentage scale.  
Associations with low scores are at risk for special 

assessments to improve the funding level.  



The History Corner often features marketing 
materials from the 1970’s and 1980’s 
produced by our community’s builder (The 
Christopher Company).  However, there are 
some models on Beachview which are not 
present anywhere else in the community.  
Information on them has never appeared in 
the surviving archives, making these models 
a bit of a mystery.  Fortunately, while 
speaking with a Beachview resident at the 
Summer Kick-off in 2019, I learned that the 

previous owner of her home left an original 
brochure with the model information 
presented in this issue’s History Corner.

The brochure lists the Russell Construction 
Company as builder of the 5 “Oakwood” 
and 5 “Maplewood” homes in 1980, and 
lists William E. Wood realtors as the agent.   
Is it coincidence that these two models 
have “wood” in the name?

THE MAPLEWOOD



The large single page brochure displayed 
both the Oakwood and Maplewood 
elevations and floor plans.  The brochure 
went on to describe the homes as, “Nestled 
among tall trees on heavily wooded lots, 
these exciting contemporaries are strictly 
custom designed for the discriminating 
home buyer. "Roominess" best typifies these 
homes with large master bedrooms, 
spacious family areas, eat-in kitchens, 

dining rooms, and 2 car garages. Amenities 
include fireplaces in the family rooms, 
maintenance free cedar exteriors, and a 
complete energy package which includes R-
19 wall insulation, R-26 attic insulation, 
automatic attic fan, thermopane widows, 
and insulated steel front doors.”

Thanks to Lake Christopher resident Judith 
Sylvester for making the brochure available.

THE OAKWOOD



“The Directory”

The Directory is a searchable PDF electronic 
document that is emailed to residents.  It is not 
published online.

If you have any 
questions or 
changes, visit the 
Resident Directory 
page on our website.

Every year the LCHA Board distributes an 
electronic copy of the directory to all residents.  
Inclusion in "The Directory" is voluntary, but all 
residents (owners and tenants) are encouraged to 
include basic contact information.

When I’m not flying or swimming, I 
lounge on the floating water mat

Tal Cohen Klinger
Facebook Community
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Common AC violations - Trash Cans and Recycle Bins

LCHA Architecture Guideline:
8.2 Yard Appearance:  Trash and recycling containers are to be kept out of public view.  They are not to be 
put out on the street until the night before trash collection day (currently Fridays), and are to be returned to 
their out-of-sight storage areas by the evening of collection day.

The City of Virginia Beach Code:
Sec. 31-28. - (a) Privately owned residential refuse receptacles, 
including automated refuse receptacles and containers for 
recyclables, … shall be placed on the curb line of a city right-of-
way no earlier than 5:00 p.m. on the day before collection and 
by 7:00 a.m. on the day of collection. All receptacles must be 
removed out of view of the public after collection on the day of 
collection

What this means:
Trash cans are necessary, but unsightly.  They are to be out of 
public view except during the pickup window (between 
Thursday evenings and after pickup on Friday).
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LAKE CHRISTOPHER IS IN EVACUATION ZONE C
http://www.vaemergency.gov

EIGHT YEARS AGO – OCTOBER 2016
HURRICANE MATTHEW FLOODING










